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“My son Robert is not a black bloc”

Pubblicato: Venerdì 28 Ottobre 2011

Robert Scarlat is still in Rome. He was ordered to leave Italy after the arrest  during the
demonstration of the indignant on Saturday, 15 October. Scarlat was presented up to now
as the "black bloc Romanian", but the moved voice during the heart-rending story of his
mother, Laura Scarlat, in Italy from ten years  with her son , reports, however, a bit of
humanity in the description of a  fact that for a family is still a tragedy.  Mrs. Scarlat never
throws accusations, doesn’t shout about plot against her son  but asks that also for her son
the facts are examined and the truth is sought before coming to conclusions.

Robert Scarlat is accused of violence towards the workers and equipment of the State
Police. The reconstruction of the facts disclosed by the police says that Scarlat was "chased
and stopped by the agents and, in order to avoid identification, punched them and kicked
them. One officer suffered a injury to the shoulder and to the foot with a 7-day prognosis,
another suffered a trauma to a foot with a 20-day prognosis and another a fractured wrist with
a prognosis of 25 days. "

Robert’s mother does not understand, said that his son "weighs just 55 kilos, he don’t
practice any sports, he has no precedent for violence and he has never fought with anyone,"
she finds it hard to believe that "the skinny kid could have hurt agents who stopped him,
people that are protected and are able to defend themselves." Before going to the event she
spoke with her son and he told her that he was going there  with the best intentions, "he
didn’t have helmets or weapons, he was not dressed in black, he had with him only a
sandwich, a banana, a yogurt and his face ".

"My son Robert is here in Italy since 1999, for him and for I Italy is like a godmother. Here we
found great people and great education. " Scarlat’s family arrived in our country through family
reunification. Now, mother and son live in a very tidy apartment in a condominium in Oggiona
Santo Stefano.

"My son was very good at school in the town, and he also really liked to cook with me” his
mother tells, “so I decided to enrol him at the Institute De Filippi in Varese, to teach him a
profession."

In recent years Robert Scarlat, who now has 21 years, has tried several times to work but has
found only temporary and underpaid jobs. "He was always trying to do something” tells Mrs.
Scarlat “He made flyers, worked for a library, has tried to work in the catering business. I’ve
always taught that you have to get busy, you have to earn every penny of the pay you receive.
But when he was fired for the umpteenth time he was losing hope, looked at me and said –
‘Mom I did everything you told me, I worked hard . Why was I fired? “.

Robert Scarlat has a criminal record: he was arrested in 2009 for trespassing on private lands
during a party and other times, the police found him with marijuana.
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His mother lived with pain that time. “It happened. We mustered up courage together for
dealing with that situation. But Robert is not bad. What he did is very serious but they can’t
treat them as deadly sins. It was just little episodes. These do not make him a dangerous
person.”

The Friday before the event, Robert Scarlat told his mother that he was leaving for Rome ; “He
told me that it was a symbolical event promoted all over the world, on shouting hope to change
things and so attending in was a moral duty for him. I was opposed” says his mother “I knew
that he had precedents and he could not commit any mistakes. But he was at the same time
so full of determination and hope that he felt the need to demonstrate his rights. “I was wrong,
I should have prevented him from doing it.” During the clashes on Saturday , Laura Scarlat
says she followed the event with her heart in her mouth : “looking  at those cruel pictures I
looked at the faces to see if they corresponded to my son’s face, and suddenly I saw him in a
clip. It was on the ground surrounded by six policemen. I saw fear in his eyes, I saw a cry for
help. Then the camera has taped more. I saw the world’s collapsing very shortly, I ran into his
room to see if there were the same clothes that he wore in a clip. There were not.”

Then Rob’s mother said she has not received any news of him , “until Monday, when a lawyer
called me. He told me that Robert refused to give him my telephone number, he was terrified
by the thought of what the news could hurt me.”

But now Laura is terrified about the fact that her son could be packed off to Bucarest, from
which they came ten years ago. “Robert doesn’t know  anyone , he is not familiar with the
language, he cannot have a future in that country, his real life is in Italy, his friends are here. I
do not ask for a miracle, I just want the truth will be checked, and my son will be protected like
any other people. I want the facts and his real responsibilities will be examined, and in the
meantime his rights are respected. The thing I fear most is that he was being beaten. The
thing I regret most the is not being able to make other people understand how my son is
actually a good person. To not be able do anything for him that is my whole life.”
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