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The story of Davide and Niccolo is one of two
normal young men with a common wish: to find a job. The two met at the European
Joint Research Centre, in Ispra. Davide was about to graduate in Physics, at the
State University in Milan, with a specialisation in renewable energies. Niccolo was
providing assistance for the dozens of computers at the JRC. At the end of the
internship, they said good-bye but did not lose contact. Davide graduated, and
Niccolo decided to move to Dublin, where he found a job in an insurance company.
Davide explained, “Immediately after graduating, | started looking for a job in the
research and development field for renewable energies. | sent out dozens of CVs, to
ENI, ENEL, A2A, ST, a company that produces semiconductors, that collaborates with
the energy giants, but | didn’t even get one reply. It was like a rubber wall.”

It was then that Niccolo invited Davide to join him in Ireland. “We wanted to do
something together, to invent a job for ourselves.” In the Emerald Isle, they found the
perfect conditions for starting a company. “For our start-up, we only needed an e-mail
address, a meeting with a business consultant and €300.” And so, GarageGeeks was
born. The name is reminiscent of the companies begun in garages during the 1970s,
like Apple and Microsoft, and of the bespectacled geeks with a passion for computers
and new technologies.

What does GarageGeeks do?

“At the moment we produce a gadget from biodegradable plastic, which we’ve called
Clamphero. This is an idea that Niccolo had during a flight to Malaga. Basically, it's a
holder for a mobile phone, or tablet, that attaches to the seats and allows you to watch
what you want without getting a stiff shoulder or a crick in your neck. So, after that
flight, we started looking to see if there was anything like it around.”

And was there?

“Actually, there are a lot of supports, but they’re all designed to be fixed inside cars.
Nothing for airplane seats, or for other modes of transport. For this reason, we decided
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to design the first prototype, using a 3D design program; then we printed it out using a
3D printer, and finally, we registered the design of the product.”

Designing an idea is one thing, but going into production is very expensive.

“Yes, it is. We made an estimate, by going to some printers, and worked out it would
take €50,000 to produce a few thousand pieces. Of course, we didn’t have that much.”

So, what did you do?

“We decided to organise a micro-funding campaign on Kickstarter, an online
crowdfunding platform, presenting our idea to the web. It was pointless asking for a
large amount of money, so we decided to start by asking for €6000 to produce a
certain number of Clampheros. We’'d be able to produce up to 100 with our printer. But
if we reach the required amount, we’ll buy 6 more 3D printers to start our production.”

How is the fundraising going?

“We've nearly raised €4000, but if we don’t reach the €6000 mark, all of the money will
go back to those who paid it. In fact, GarageGeeks gets the money, only if the sum is
reached.”

What does the backer get, when he or she decides to support your idea?

There are several “prizes”, depending on how much is offered. I'll give you an
example: if you give €120, we’ll give you five Clampheros. If a company decides to
support us, we’ll produce the pieces it needs, and so on.”

How much time is there until the end of the crowdfunding campaign?

“There are exactly 6 days, on Friday 19, the campaign ends. Kickstarter gives each
project 30 days.”

Why didn’t you launch this initiative in Italy?

“There are lots of crowdfunding platforms; in Italy, for example, there’s Indiegogo, but
Kickstarter is the most important and best known in the world. It's a pity you can’t
launch projects in Italy.”

Apart from Clamphero, are you developing any other projects?

“In fact, Clamphero is only the first idea. We'd like to buy consumable materials, such
as electrical resistors, capacitors and things like that, to develop projects in the
domotics field. Our idea is to make electronic technology smart and available to
everyone.”

Good luck!

“Thanks.”
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